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TMS Announces 2011 Young Leader Professional Development Award Winners
Congratulations to the ten young professionals selected to receive
the 2011 TMS Young Leader Professional Development Award.
Chosen from each of the five TMS technical divisions, the winners
receive support from the TMS Foundation to attend two TMS technical conferences and are provided with opportunities to become more
involved with the society and to network with TMS leadership.
Antoine Allanore
Extraction & Processing Division
Currently a project leader at the Massachusetts
Institute of Technology (MIT), Allanore is
engaged in developing a molten oxide electrolysis process for steelmaking. He earned his
Ph.D. in electrochemical engineering from the
Institut National Polytechnique de Lorraine and
received his process engineer diploma from
the Ecole Nationale Supérieure des Industries
Chimiques, France.
Edouard Asselin
Extraction & Processing Division
An assistant professor at the University of British Columbia (UBC), Asselin is also UBC’s
Junior Industrial Chair in Hydrometallurgy
and Material Advantage faculty advisor. His
research interests encompass electrochemical
and thermochemical techniques for the characterization and development of hydrometallurgical processes, with a current focus on nickel and
cobalt leaching, as well as the semi-conductive properties of minerals
as they pertain to leaching. Asselin earned his undergraduate degree
from the University of Ottawa and his Ph.D. in materials engineering
from UBC.
Dincer Bozkaya
Materials Processing & Manufacturing
Division
Bozkaya is a senior research engineer with H.C.
Stark, Inc., where he is responsible for all modeling activities with the research and development group. His current projects include developing next generation tantalum PVD sputtering
targets from design to commercialization.
Bozkaya received his undergraduate degree
from Middle East Technical University, and his master’s and Ph.D. in
mechanical engineering from Northeastern University, Boston.
Kyle S. Brinkman
Electronic, Magnetic, & Photonic Materials
Division
A senior engineer in the Materials Science
and Technology Directorate at the Savannah
River National Laboratory (SRNL), Brinkman
has amassed extensive experience in materials
processing and properties, with a focus on electronic properties of materials and materials for
energy technology, including work in advanced
ceramics for energy conversion. He earned his Ph.D. in materials
science and engineering (MSE) from the Swiss Federal Institute of
Technology, Lausanne, Switzerland, and his master’s and undergraduate degrees from Clemson University, Clemson, South Carolina.
Samrat Choudhury
Electronic, Magnetic, & Photonic Materials
Division
Choudhury is currently serving as a Director’s
Postdoctoral Fellow in the Material Science and
Technology Division of Los Alamos National
Laboratory. His current research focus is developing a multi-scale computational approach
for studying radiation-resistant nanoclustered
alloys. He earned his Ph.D. in MSE from The

Pennsylvania State University (Penn State), his master’s degree from
the Indian Institute of Science, Bangalore, and his bachelor’s degree
from the Regional Engineering College in Durgapur, India.
Frank W. DelRio
Structural Materials Division
A staff scientist at the National Institute of
Standards and Technology (NIST), DelRio is
currently the project leader for the Nanoscale
Strength Measurements and Standards group
focused on developing new mechanical test
structures and methodologies based on microand nano-electromechanical systems fabrication methods that enable assessment, prediction, and optimization of device reliability. He received his Ph.D. in
mechanical engineering from the University of Colorado, earned his
master’s at Boise State University, and his undergraduate degree at
Carnegie-Mellon University, Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania.
Julia Greer
Structural Materials Division
Greer is an assistant professor in Materials Science and Mechanics at the California Institute of
Technology. Her work has been recognized with
a Defense Advanced Research Projects Agency
Young Faculty Award, and a National Science
Foundation CAREER Award. She received
her master’s degree and Ph.D. in MSE from
Stanford University, Palo Alto, California, and
earned her undergraduate degree from MIT.
Eric D. Schmidt
Structural Materials Division
A research engineer with Vallourec Research
Aulnoye (V&M France/Vallourec), Schmidt
is also training as a research and development
manager with V&M Star/Vallourec. He is currently the lead researcher on projects related to
steelmaking technology modeling and optimization in Vallourec’s Youngstown, Ohio, and
Saint-Saulve, France, steel plants. He earned
both his undergraduate degree and Ph.D. in MSE from CarnegieMellon University.
Dongwon Shin
Light Metals Division
Shin is an Alvin M. Weinberg Fellow at Oak
Ridge National Laboratory, with a particular
interest in applying computational materials science to support lightweight alloys
development. He earned his Ph.D. in MSE
at Penn State, after receiving a master’s and
bachelor’s degree from Pusan National University, Korea.
Cong Wang
Light Metals Division
Wang specializes in high temperature processing, microstructure characterization, mechanical testing, failure analysis, chemical analysis,
corrosion testing, and non-destructive examination as a senior research engineer at the Alcoa
Technical Center. He earned both master’s
degree and a Ph.D. in MSE from Carnegie
Mellon University, as well as a master’s degree
from the Chinese Academy of Sciences and his undergraduate degree
from Northeastern University, Shenyang, China.
For additional information on the Young Leader Professional Development Award and to access an application, visit the TMS Young
Leader home page at http://www.tms.org/YoungLeaders/YLhome
.aspx.

