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Updates on friends and colleagues in the materials community
Jonathan Dantzig Wins Brimacombe Prize

Jonathan Dantzig

Jonathan Dantzig, professor of Mechanical Engineering, University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign, has been named the 2012 winner of the Brimacombe Prize. Awarded every two years, the Brimacombe Prize recognizes outstanding achievements
in materials process engineering and is presented in
memory of J. Keith Brimacombe, a leading innovator in materials process engineering,
Dantzig will formally receive the Brimacombe

Prize at the TMS-AIME Honors and Awards Banquet on Tuesday, March 5, at the TMS 2013 Annual Meeting and Exhibition in San Antonio, Texas.
“I am humbled and honored to be selected for this
award,” said Dantzig. “Keith was a true leader. I
am also delighted that it could be arranged to have
the prize conferred at the TMS Annual Meeting. It
was at these meetings that I first met Keith, and we
shared much productive time together at them.”

TMS Members Honored at MetSoc 2012 Conference of Metallurgists
Congratulations to the following TMS members who
were recognized for their professional excellence at the
2012 Conference of Metallurgists held by the Metallurgy
Phillip Mackey Receives MetSoc’s
Most Prestigious Award
Phillip J. Mackey, P.J. Mackey
Te c h n o l o g y,
Inc., was named
the winner of
the 2012 Airey
Aw a r d — M e t Soc’s most prestigious
honor
—recognizing
significant conPhillip J. Mackey
tributions to the
advancement of metallurgy in Canada. A 2010 TMS Fellow, Mackey was
cited for his “outstanding contributions to the field of extractive metallurgy, particularly in the areas of copper pyrometallurgy and bath smelting,
in addition to his dedication to MetSoc and CIM.”
TMS Members Recognized with
Best Paper Awards
Mackey also received a Non-Ferrous Pyrometallurgy Best Paper Award
at the conference as a co-author on the
paper, “Physical Chemistry of Copper
Smelting Slags and Copper Losses at
the Paipote Smelter, Part 1 and 2,”
published in the Canadian Metallur-

& Materials Society (MetSoc) of the Canadian Institute
of Mining, Metallurgy, and Petroleum (CIM), September
30–October 3.

gical Quarterly. Other TMS members
who received this award with Mackey
were Nubia Cardona, Kingston Process Metallurgy, Inc.; Pascal Coursol,
Barrick Gold Corporation; and Roberto Parra, University De Concepción.
Congratulations also to Muhammad
Rashid, CANMET-Natural Resources
Canada, for receiving the MetSoc Best
Paper Award for “Nugget Formation
and Growth During Resistance Spot
Welding of Aluminum Alloy 5182,”
also published in the Canadian Metallurgical Quarterly.
Vaikuntam Lakshmanan Honored
for Environmental Contributions
Vaikuntam I. Lakshmanan, vice
chair and chief executive officer,
Process Research ORTECH, Inc., received MetSoc’s Teck Environmental Award. He was recognized for his
“outstanding contributions through
development of innovative separation
and environmental control technologies for sustainable development within Canadian metallurgical operations
and for extraordinary service as an advisor to government agencies and international organizations on recycling
strategies and waste management.”

TMS Members Named
CIM Distinguished Lecturers
Two TMS members were recognized as the newest members of the
CIM Distinguished Lecturers Program.
Chosen on the basis of their service
and professional accomplishments,
Distinguished Lecturers are invited to
speak at CIM branch and student chapter meetings across Canada. George A.
(Tony) Eltringham, Tony Eltringham
Consulting, will speak on “Four Decades, Four Continents, Four Copper
Operations—A Personal Perspective
on Constraints.” Sergei Shipilov, University of North Texas, will present,
“Materials Degradation and Corrosion
in a Sustainable Society.”
TMS Members Elected CIM Fellows
Congratulations to the following
TMS members who were named to the
2012 class of CIM Fellows: Akram Alfantazi, professor and associate dean,
Research and Graduate Studies, Faculty of Applied Science, University
of British Columbia; Georges Houlachi, senior research scientist, HydroQuebec Research Institute; and Nathan
Stubina, Research and Development
manager, Barrick Gold Corporation.

TMS Member Profiles
Meet a Member: Symposium Celebrates the Life and Contributions of Morris Fine
By Lynne Robinson
Editor’s Note: The following was excerpted from
a longer article, which is posted in its entirety at
http://materialstechnology.tms.org/edu/article
.aspx?articleID=4694.

The history that Morris Fine has
lived and created in materials science
and engineering (MSE) would fill volumes. The focus of the symposium
being held in his honor at the TMS
2013 Annual Meeting and Exhibition
(TMS2013), however, is intended to
underscore one key principle guiding
his career, accomplishments, and professional interactions. “As researchers and educators, we are a privileged
group of people,” said Yip-Wah Chung,
professor, Materials Science and Engineering, Northwestern University, and
symposium organizer. “Professor Fine
always emphasized that we have an
obligation to give something back to
the community by educating the next
generation of scientists and engineers
and by applying the knowledge gained
in research to solve challenging problems confronting the world today. That
is the focus of this symposium.”
The symposium, Materials Research
Applied to National Needs in Honor of
Professor Morris E. Fine, will specifically reflect Fine’s dedication to improving mechanical, fracture, fatigue,
corrosion and other properties of steels
and alloys. Said Semyon Vaynman,
research professor, Materials Science
and Engineering, Northwestern University, and symposium organizer, “A
goal of this event is to bring together
scientists from academia, industry,
and government to highlight the cooperation that is required among them
to meet the demand for advanced and
sustainable materials.”
Fine, who will celebrate his 95th
birthday in April 2013, is still very active in research as the Technological
Institute Professor Emeritus In-Service, Materials Science and Engineering, at Northwestern.“I have always
tried to do fundamental research that

might have applications,” said Fine.
“This is still of great interest to me. I
am very fortunate to be able to continue.”
As a case in point, Fine received
the 2009 TMS Application to Practice
Award with Vaynman for the development of a high-performance steel used

An honorary symposium reflecting the
contributions and professional values
of Morris Fine will be a highlight of
TMS2013. For additional information
and to register, go to http://www.tms
.org/tms2013.

to construct a new highway bridge in
Illinois. He added this to an already
extensive list of honors, including being elected a TMS Fellow in 1975. The
professional contribution that he looks
upon with particular pride, though, is
his role in establishing the world’s first
university MSE department at Northwestern in the 1950s.
“In its infancy, MSE started as individual disciplines of metallurgy,
ceramics, polymers, and semiconductors,” said Chung. “Professor Fine felt
that the fundamental principles governing the behavior of different materials obey the same laws and should be
studied as one unified discipline. The
rest, as they say, is history.”
Fine himself had explored many of
the disciplines that he would help pull

under the MSE banner, starting with
an early interest in mining engineering
as a student during the Great Depression at the University of Minnesota.
He eventually switched to metallurgy
“because there seemed to be more opportunities in that field at the time, but
my interests were always broader than
just metals.” He joined the American
Institute of Mining, Metallurgical, and
Petroleum Engineers (AIME)—TMS’s
parent society—as a student member
in 1938.
After earning his Ph.D. from Minnesota, Fine spent a year working on
the Manhattan Project before joining
the technical staff at Bell Labs. He recalled being interviewed by Bell legends, James Fisk and William Shockley, for his position. “They were interested in me because I had studied solid
state physics as well as traditional metallurgy,” he said. It was also at Bell
Labs that Fine gained the experiences
and insights that eventually guided
him in establishing the MSE department at Northwestern. When considering particular milestones in his career,
though, Fine points to his experiences
as a teacher and mentor. “Each of the
70 students that I advised through their
Ph.D. was a highlight for me,” he said.
While his honorary symposium at
TMS2013 will give his colleagues and
friends a chance to celebrate his decades of contributions, Fine stressed
that he is more interested in making
sure that MSE continues to have a
positive impact on daily human experience. “Research may solve existing
problems but important new problems
are always brought to light for future
research,” he said. “There is always
plenty of interesting things to be done.”
Each month, JOM profiles a TMS member and his
or her activities both in and out of the realm of materials science and engineering. To suggest a candidate for this feature, contact Lynne Robinson at
lrobinson@tms.org.

